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industrious part of mankind whether their fiscal
oppressor be an Eastern despot, or a feudal baron, or
a democratic legislature, and whether they are taxed
for the benefit of a Corporation called Society, or for
the advantage of an individual styled King or Lord.
Here then is the great question about democratic
legislation, when carried to more than a moderate
length. How will it affect human motives ? What
motives will it substitute for those now acting on
men ? The motives, which at present impel man-
kind to the labour and pain which produce the
resuscitation of wealth in ever-increasing quantities,
are such as infallibly to entail inequality in the dis-
tribution of wealth. They are the springs of action
called into activity by the strenuous and never-ending
struggle for existence, the beneficent private war
which makes one man strive to climb on the shoulders
of another and remain there through the law of the
survival of the fittest.

These truths are best exemplified in the part of
the world to which the superficial thinker would per-
haps look for the triumph of the opposite principle.
The United States have justly been called the home
of the disinherited of the earth; but, if those van-
quished under one sky in the struggle for existence
had not continued under another the same battle in
which they had been once worsted, there would have
been no such exploit performed as the cultivation of